
IX PREFAcE

there is only one performer in a named dance, or when there are so many cast

changes that the reader might be confused, our practice is generally to

repeat the cast rather than use the reference formula.

On Tuesday 2 December 1729, the opera house opened for the season

with Handel's Lotharius. The newspaper bill does not mention the singers'

names, but we have secured them from the contemporary libretto and listed

them in the entry for 2 December. Lotharius was continued at the Haymarket

on 6, 9, 13, 16, 20, and 30 December, still without mention of the singers.

In each of our entries for these nights we say "Lothar1us. Cast not

listed, but see 2 Dec." By this method we ignore the intervening perform-

ances (which, as above, the reader can find in the Index) and we refer the

reader to where a cast is given.

In laboring to achieve accuracy in transcribing our data, we have not

attempted to follow the vagaries of the many eighteenth-century printers,

and we have silently omitted Mr., Signior, and various other minor matters

that we could not include in a work of the present range. The entries are

divided as follows: (1) the main play and designated afterpiece, (2) Dancing,

(3) Singing, (4) other entertainments, and (5) Comment. In the first part

we have given the exact title of the play on its first performance and a short

title thereafter throughout the season, shrinking The True and Antient

History of King heir and His Three Daughters to King Lear in the later entries.

Editorial information in the first four sections is placed in brackets, in the

last section, Comment, only when there is danger of confusion. Quotation

marks have been avoided. Statements of sources are placed in the preliminary

section before each season, and additional documentation, terminated by a

colon, precedes a direct quotation, or, placed in parentheses, follows the

quotation.

The reader should be warned against the dangers of easy generalizations

to be drawn from the data we present. For one thing, in those seasons

where we lack treasurers' account books we can list only the advance an-

nouncement that appeared in the daily paper. An examination of the 1740-41

season at Covent Garden and the 1741-42 season at Drury Lane, where we

have entries made (presumably) by Richard Cross after the fact, will show

how often the advertized play was not performed or another play offered

instead. On other dangers involved in evaluating stage history, Emmett

L. Avery's critique in Philological Quarterly, xxn (April 1944), 158-60, and

ray article, "The Increase in Popularity of Shakespeare's Plays in the

Eighteenth Century: A Caveat for Interpreters of Stage History," Sbakespeare

Sjtarterly, VII (Spring 1956), 189-202, should be consulted.
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December, 1729 • SEASoN 1729-1730

20

Saturday 29

GF

Tunbr1dge Walks. As 22 Nov.

DANcING. As 25 Nov. Also T1po Pierrots.

comment. At the Desire of several Gentlemen and Ladies.

HAY Flora. Cast not listed. Also Damon and Ph1ll1da. As 22 Nov. Also

The Humours of Harlequ1n. Harlequin - Knott; Miller - Reynolds;

Miller's Wife - Miss Mann.

FLR Tunbr1dge Walks. Woodcock -Tony Aston; Loveworth- Griffin; Maiden -

Green; Squib - Peters; Reynard - Aston Jr; Belinda - Mrs Peters; Penelope -

Mrs Griffin; Millaria - Mrs Spiller. With a new Singing Prologue.

s1ng1ng. New Comical Songs between the Acts, particularly A Dissertation on the

Famous Beggar's opera.

comment. By a Company under the Direction of Mr Aston. At the Front

Long Room, next to the Opera-House in the Hay-Market. Price 21. 6d. At 6 P.m.

N.B. We perform henceforward on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays only.

December 1729

Monday I

DL

The Chances. John - Wilks; Frederick - Mills; Antonio - Miller; Duke -

Bridgwater; Petruchio - W. Mills; Peter - Harper; Anthony - Norris; 1st

Constantia - Mrs Cibber; 2d - Mrs Booth; Landlady - Mrs Willis. Also The

What D'ye Call It. Cast not listed.

DANcING.

comment. Mainpiece: As it was Alter'd by the late Duke of Buckingham.

LIF The Emperor of the Moon. Cast not listed. Also Flora. As 19 Sept.,

but Betty - Mrs Forrester. Also Love and Jealousy. As 22 Oct.

comment. At the particular Desire of several Persons of Quality. Receipts:

£57 4s- 6d.

GF The Comm1ttee. Careless - Giffard; Blunt - Smith; Story - Lacy; Day -

Penkethman; Obadiah - Burney Sr; Abel - W. Bullock; Bookseller - W. Williams;

Teague - Collet; Ruth - Mrs Giffard; Arabella - Mrs Seal; Mrs Chat - Mrs

Palmer; Mrs Day - Mrs Kirk, being the first Time of her appearing on this

Stage.

danc1ng. The Pierrots.

FLR The Stratagem. Aimwell - Peters; Archer - Aston Jr; Sullen - Griffin;

Foigard - Green; Bonniface - Tony Aston; Scrub - Norris; Lady Bountiful -

Mrs Rhodes; Mrs Sullen - Mrs Peters; Dorinda - Mrs Griffin; Cherry - Mrs

Spiller.

SINGING. Some new Scots and English Songs by Tony Aston.

comment. As we perform only on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, any

Gentleman, &c. may here have a Room[y] Building, Clothes, and Scenes for

a private Play for four Guineas, on other nights.

Tuesday 2

DL

Lancash1re W1tches; or, Teague O'Divelly. Sir Edward - Shepard; Sir

Timothy - Cibber Jr; Squire Heartford - Miller; Tom Shaklehead - Johnson;

Teague - Oats; Belfort - W. Mills; Doubty - Watson; Lady Shaklehead - Mrs

Wetherilt; Isabella - Mrs Horton; Theodosia - Mrs Grace.
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