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DL comment. Rich's Company. The date of the first performance is not known,

but the fact that the play was advertised in the London Gazette, No. 3177, 20-23

April 1696, suggests that it was first performed not later than March 1696.

Preface, Edition of 1696: This Comedy by the little success it met with in the

Acting, has not at all deceived my Expectations. . . . Give me leave to thank the

Well-natur'd Town for Damning me so suddenly; They would not suffer me to

linger in suspence, nor allow me any degrees of Mortification; neither my Sex,

Dress, Musick and Dancing, cou'd allow it a three Days Reprieve.

A Comparison Between the Two Stages (1702), p. 17: Ramble: I never heard of that.

Sullen: Oh this is a Lady's.

LIF The City Bride; or, The Merry Cuckold. [By Joseph Harris.] Edition of

1696: Prologue, Spoke by Mr Thurmond. Bonvile - Boman; Friendly-Thurmond;

Justice Merryman - Bright; Summerfield - Scudemore; Mr Ventre - Arnold;

Mr Spruce - Bayly; Compasse - Freeman; A Councellor - Davis; Pettifog -

Trefusis; Dodge-Eldred; Arabella- Mrs Boman; Clara- Mrs Boutell; Mrs Ventre -

Mrs Lacy; Peg - Mrs Perin; Nurse - Mrs Lawson; Lucy - Miss Prince. Epilogue,

Spoke by the City-Bride.

comment. Betterton's Company. The date of the first performance is not

known, but the fact that the play was advertised in the Post Boy, 25-28 April 1696,

suggests that it was acted not later than the period preceding Passion Week

(6-11 April 1696). In addition, the large number of minor performers in the cast

suggests a Lenten performance by the young actors.

In Act I, Scene i, there is an Entertainment of Instrumental Musick, Compos'd

by Signior Finger: Then a Song, set by Mr John Eccles, and Sung by Young La

Roche. In ill, iii: A Dialogue set by Seignior Baptist.

The play is an adaptation of John Webster's Cure for a Cuckold. A Comparison

Between the Two Stages (1702): Tbe City Bride, by another Player, Damn'd.

Thursday 26 Comment. Newdigate newsletters, 26 March 1696: Mr Dryden y* famous Poet

is writing a play wch will bee Intituled Englands deliverance from Popish

Conspirators (Wilson, "Theatre Notes from the Newdigate Newsletters," p. 82).

April 1696

Thursday 2 Comment. Richard Pope to Thomas Coke, 2 April 1696: . . . play-house, where

there has been two or three intolerable plays acted that had nothing to recommend

them but their newness (HMC, 12th Report, Cowper MSS., Volume n [London,

1888], p. 360).

Friday 3 Comment. In spite of decrees concerning the transfer of a player from one house

to another, Dogget entered into an agreement with Rich's Company. See Nicoll,

Restoration Drama, pp. 338-39. Gibber, Apology, I, 229: And the late Reputation

which Dogget had acquired from acting his Ben in Love for Love, made him a more

declared Male-content on such Occasions; he over-valued Comedy for its being

nearer to Nature than Tragedy, which is allowM to say many fine things that

Nature never spoke in the same Words; and supposing his Opinion were just, yet

he should have consider'd that the Publick had a Taste as well as himself, which in

Policy he ought to have complied with. Dogget, however, could not with Patience

look upon the costly Trains and Plumes of Tragedy, in which knowing himself to

be useless, he thought were all a vain Extravagance: And when he found his

Singularity could no longer oppose that Expence, he so obstinately adhered to his

own Opinion, that he left the Society of his old Friends, and came over to us at the
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