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DG The Feign'd Curtizans; or, A Night's Intrigue. [By Mrs Aphra Behn.]

Edition of 1679: The Prologue, Spoken by Mrs Currer. Morisini - Norris; Julio -

Crosby; Octavio - Gilloe; Petro - Leigh; Sir Harry Fillamour - Smith; Galliard -

Betterton; Sig Signal 1 Buffoon - Nokes; Tickletext - Underhill; Laura Lucretia -

Mrs Lee; Marcella - Mrs Currer; Cornelia - Mrs Barry; Phillipa - Mrs Norris;

Sabina - Mrs Seymour. Epilogue, Spoken by Mr Smith.

comment. The Duke's Company. The date of the first production is not

known, but as the play was licensed for printing on 27 March 1679, the premiere

must have been no later than March 1679. It is possible that Midnight's Intrigue—see

introductory note to the 1676-77 season—is an earlier version of this play.

The Epilogue suggests that the players faced thin audiences during the

spring and that Drury Lane had been closed for some time: So hard the Times

are, and so thin the Town, / Though but one Playhouse, that must too lie down.

It is possible that Mrs Behn's The Toung King may have been acted at this

time. See September 1679.

April 1679

DG Troilus and Cressida; or, Truth Found Too Late. [By John Dryden.]

Edition of 1679: The Prologue, Spoken by Mr Betterton, Representing the Ghost

of Shakespear. Hector - Smith; Troilus - Betterton; Priam - Percivall; Aeneas -

Joseph Williams; Pandarus - Leigh; Calchas - Percivall; Agamemnon - Gillo;

Ulysses - Harris; Achilles - David Williams; Ajax - Bright; Nestor - Norris;

Diomedes - Crosby; Patroclus - Bowman; Anthenor - Richards; Thersites -

Underhill; Cressida - Mrs Mary Lee; Andromache - Mrs Betterton. The Epilogue,

Spoken by Thersites.

COMMENT. The Duke's Company. The date of the first performance is

uncertain, but the fact that the play was entered in the Stationers' Register on

14 April 1679 suggests a premiere not later than April 1679. A song, "Can life

be a blessing," with music by Thomas Farmer, is in Choice Ayres and Songs, The

Third Book, 1681.

Friday it

A FAST DAT

Monday 14-Saturday 19

PASSION WEEK

May 1679

DG Caesar Borgia, Son of Pope Alexander the Sixth. [By Nathaniel

Lee.] Edition of 1680: Prologue, written by Mr Dryden. Caesar Borgia - Betterton;

Palante - Williams; Machiavel - Smith; Paul Orsino - Gillow; Ascanio Sforza -

Lee; Virellozzo - Peircifull; Bellamira - Mrs Lee; Adorna - Mrs Price. Epilogue.

comment. The Duke's Company. The date of the first production is

uncertain. The fact that the Epilogue suggests that it followed Settle's The Female

Prelate is not a factor in the dating, as the Newdigate newsletters—see Wilson,

"Theatre Notes from the Newdigate Newsletters," p. 80—show that Settle's
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