253 SEASON 1676-1677 - January, 1677

THE PLAIN DEALER. [By William Wycherley.] Edition of 1677: Prologue. Monday 11
Epilogue, Spoken by the Widow-Blackacre. Manly — Hart; Freeman — Kynaston; DL
Vernish — Griffin; Novell — Clark; Major Oldfox — Cartwright; Lord Plausible —
Haines; Jerry Blackacre — Charlton; Olivia - Mrs Marshall; Fidelia - Mrs Boutell;
Eliza — Mrs Knep; Letice — Mrs [Ursula or Frances] Knight (see below); Widow
Blackacre ~ Mrs Cory.

cOMMENT. The King’s Company. This performance is on the L. C. list,
5/141, p. 359. See also Nicoll, Restoration Drama, p. 346. There is no certainty
that this performance is the premiere, but as the play was licensed for printing
on 9 Jan. 1676/7, this performance may well be the first one. Downes (Roscius
Anglicanus, pp. 9-10) lists the same cast except for the omission of Letice. It is
not certain which Mrs Knight played Letice. Possibly it was Frances Maria Knight
(see Wilson, A/l the King’s Ladies, where she is tentatively listed for that role),
but the presence of Mrs Ursula Knight on an undated L. C. list, 3/24, with the
date of her swearing into the company given as 12 March 1676/7, it is quite
likely that she played this role. (I owe this reference to Ursula Knight to Professor
John Harold Wilson.)

John Dennis: And when upon the first representations of the Plain Dealer,
the Town, as The Authour has often told me, appeard Doubtful what Judgment
to Form of it; the foremention’d gentlemen [The Duke of Buckingham, Earl
of Rochester, Earl of Dorset, Earl of Mulgrave, Savil, Buckly, Sir John Denham,
Waller] by their loud aprobation of it, gave it both a sudden and a lasting reputation
(Defense and Defects of Dramatick Poetry, 1725, in The Works of Jobn Dennis, ed. Hooker,
o, 277).

THE PLAIN DEALER. See 11 Dec. 1676. Wednesday 13
coMMENT. The King’s Company. This performance is on the L. C. list, D
5/ 141, p. 359. See also Nicoll, Restoration Drama, p. 346.

MUsICK; or, A Parley of Instruments. [By John Bannister.] Cast not known. Thursday 14

COMMENT. London Gazette, No. 1154, 7-11 Dec. 1676: On Thursday next Academy

the 14th instant, at the Academy in Little Lincolns-Inn Fields, will begin the first

part of the Parley of Instruments composed by Mr John Banister, and perform’d

by eminent Masters, at six a clock, and to continue nightly, as shall by Bill or

otherwise be notifi’'d. The Tickets are to be delivered out from one of the clock

till five every day, and not after.
An edition of Musick; or, A Parley of Instruments appeared in 1676, with a

licensing date of 30 Oct. 1676. The text consists of lyric dialogues, a chorus,

and solos, and is divided into three entertainments. Possibly this work was given

earlier in the year, but this announcement is the first public one which has been
noted.

January 1677

A SHOEMAKER A GENT. [By William Rowley.] Cast not known. A Prologue  Monday 1
to this play is in New Songs and Poems a la Mode Both at Court and Theatres, 1677. DL
cOMMENT. The King’s Company. This performance is on the L. C. list,
5/141, p. 359. See also Nicoll, Restoration Drama, p. 346. See the headnote to the
1674—75 season for an Epilogue to this play.

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY TITUS VESPASIAN, Part L.  Friday 12
{By John Crowne.] Edition of 1677: The Prologue to the First Part. No actors’ DL
names, but the Epilogue to Part 11 states that Mrs Marshal acted Queen Berenice.



