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Tuesday 5
Bridges

Tuesday 12

THE CHANCES. [Adapted from John Fletcher by George Villiers, Duke of

Buckingham.] Probably Don John — Hart; First Constantia — Rebecca Marshall.

cOMMENT. The King’s Company. Downes (Roscius Anglicanus, p. 16) refers
to Hart’s acting Don John. Wilson (A4l the King’s Ladies, p. 170) lists Rebecca
Marshall as possibly playing First Constantia.

The Works of Beaumont and Fletcher (1711), p. ix: Mr Hart played the Part of
Don John to the highest Satisfaction of the Audience, the Play had a great run, and
ever since has been follow’d as one of the best Entertainments of the Stage.

Pepys, Diary: And took them [Mrs Pepys and Betty Michell] against my
vowes, but I will make good my forfeit, to the King’s house, to show them a play,
“The Chances.” A good play I find it, and the actors most good in it; and pretty
to hear Knipp sing in the play very properly, “All night I weepe”; and sung it
admirably. The whole play pleases me well; and most of all, the sight of many fine
ladies—among others, my Lady Castlemayne and Mrs Middleton.

COMMENT. Pepys, Diary: By and by with Lord Bruncker by coach to his house,

there to hear some Italian musique: and here we met Tom Killigrew, Sir Robert
Murray, and the Italian Signor Baptista, who hath composed 2 play in Italian for
the Opera, which T. Killigrew do intend to have up; and here he did sing one of
the acts. He himself is the poet as well as the musician. . . . This done, T. Killigrew
and I to talk: and he tells me how the audience at his house [Bridges St.] is not
above half so much as it used to be before the late fire. That Knipp is like to make
the best actor that ever come upon the stage, she understanding so well: that they
are going to give her £30 a-year more. That the stage is now by his pains a
thousand times better and more glorious than ever heretofore. Now, wax-
candles, and many of them; then, not above 3 Ibs. of tallow: now, all things civil,
no rudeness anywhere; then, as in a bear-garden: then, two or three fiddlers; now,
nine or ten of the best: then, nothing but rushes upon the ground, and every thing
else mean; and now, all otherwise: then, the Queen seldom and the King never
would come; now, not the King only for state, but all civil people do think they
may come as well as any. . . . That he hath gathered our Italians from several Courts
in Christendome, to come to make a concert for the King, which he do give £200
a-year a-piece to: but badly paid, and do come in room of keeping four ridiculous
gundilows, he having got the King to put them away, and lay out money this way;
and indeed I do commend him for it, for I think it is a very noble undertaking.
He do intend to have some times of the year these operas to be performed at the
two present theatres, since he is defeated in what he intended in Moorefields on
purpose for it; and he tells me plainly that the City audience was as good as the
Court, but now they are most gone.

Wednesday 13 COMMENT. Pepys, Diary: Discoursed most about plays and the Opera, where,

Thursday 14
At Court

among other vanities, Captain Cooke had the arrogance to say that he was fain to
direct Sir W. Davenant in the breaking of his verses into such and such lengths,
according as would be fit for musick, and how he used to swear at Davenant, and
command him that way, when W. Davenant would be angry, and find faule with
this or that note—but a vain coxcomb I perceive he is, though he sings and composes
so well. But what I wondered at, Dr Clerke did say that Sir W. Davenant is no
good judge of a dramatick poem, finding fault with his choice of Henry the sth,
and others, for the stage, when I do think, and he confesses, “The Siege of Rhodes™
as good as ever was writ.

FLORA’S VAGARIES [By Richard Rhodes] or RULE A WIFE AND HAVE A

WIFE [By John Fletcher]. For the former, see a cast 5 Oct. 1667 which may
be applicable to this performance. For the latter, see 28 Jan. 1661/2.

COMMENT. The King’s Company. L. C. list §/139, p. 129 names Flors’s
Vagaries; L. C. s[12, p. 17 names Rule a Wife, and Have a Wife. See also Nicoll,
Restoration Drama, p. 343.



